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New records of Persian 
leopard in Bashagard area, 
southeastern Iran
During a carnivore survey carried out from 2009 to 2010 in the Bashagard area, south-
eastern Iran, new records of the endangered Persian leopard Panthera pardus saxi-
color were obtained. These records include: one carcass of a young female leopard 
(Fig. 2), first camera-trap photos of leopards in Hormozgan Province (Fig. 1), and some 
tracks and scrapes. The results show that despite the harsh environment and scar-
city of prey, Persian leopards still survive in one of the most remote areas of Iran.

Bashagard is a mountainous area bet-
ween Hormozgan, Sistan and Baluchistan, 
and Kerman Provinces in south and sou-
theastern Iran. Because of its remoteness 
from major urban centers and difficulty 
of access, this area is undeveloped and 
relatively intact. It has a hot and humid 
climate and in summer it is affected by 
the monsoon climate that is formed over 
the Indian Ocean. From 2009 to 2010 this 
area was monitored for large carnivore 
presence, especially the Asiatic black bear 
Ursus thibetanus gedrosianus and the Per-
sian leopard. After interviews with local 
people, some localities frequented by lar-
ge carnivores were chosen and then field 
investigations started by means of an on-
the-ground survey for carnivore signs in the 
area. We used Stealthcam camera traps in 
localities where we found footprints of le-
opards or Asiatic black bear scats, tracks 
and dens. Unfortunately, we were unable 
to install camera traps in many promising 
sites because of a lack of security due to 
the presence of opium smugglers. 
The first evidence of a leopard (recorded on 
23 April 2009) was a young female invol-
ved in an accident with a car on the Jask-

Jakdan road (26°05'32.1" N / 57°44'46.8" 
E, 199 m). Unfortunately, before the arrival 
of Department of Environment personnel 
responsible for biometry, the skin and tail 
were removed by unknown people. Also, 
on 18 August and 12 September 2009 one 
of our camera traps, 70 km inland from the 
Strait of Hormoz, captured five photos of 
two individual Persian leopards, identified 
from their individual coat pattern. The ca-
mera was installed near a number of car-
nivore scats close to a wild almond tree 
Amygdalus scoparia. The camera location 
was on Estin Mountain (26°29'46.0" N / 
57°48'54.2", 1,134 m) in the Bashagard 
area. A few years ago we were told that lo-
cal people had killed an Asiatic black bear 
in this area because it had been preying on 
livestock. Surprisingly, just two hours after 
the installation of the camera the first le-
opard was captured three times and after 
25 days the second leopard was captured 
twice. Amazingly, no other photo of wild-
life was captured by this camera trap. After 
due consideration of the time of installati-
on and sunlight conditions, it appeared that 
both individuals were active in the after-
noon. Leopards probably use this location 

for scent marking on the adjacent rocks and 
ground (Fig. 1). These are the first camera-
trap photos of leopards in the Hormozgan 
province and some of the few records from 
southeastern Iran. 
There is dwindling number of wild goats 
Capra aegagrus surviving in this area, and 
it seems probable that these, together with 
the Indian crested porcupine Hystrix indica, 
wild boar Sus scrofa and domestic ungula-
tes, comprise the diet of the leopards. So 
far no study had been done on wildlife in 
this part of the world, so the status of the 
leopard and of its prey is still unknown. 
However, the photos of the two individual 
leopards taken in an area without any con-
servation measures offers some hope for 
the future of this subspecies in this region, 
as it seems that this habitat is fairly sui-
table for leopards, although for conclusive 
evidence on the status of leopards in this 
area we need to investigate further and 
to understand the presence of this elusive 
species, particularly with regard to its ran-
ge, in this interesting locality. Fully equip-
ped and well-funded surveys need to be 
undertaken in southeastern Iran and along 
the coast of the Gulf of Oman to protect 
this "Endangered" subspecies of leopard in 
Iran. 
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Fig. 1. Two individual Persian leopards photographed in the Bashagard area (Photo Plan for the Land Society). 
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Fig. 3. Location of the Bashagard area in Iran (left) and leopard records in this area 
(right, 1- accident, 2- camera trap)

Fig. 2. Female leopard carcass after the 
road accident in Bashagard .
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“In Search for Persian 
Leopard” won cinema prize
As the Best Documentary Feature of 2011, the ICS’ recent documentary, entitled “In 
Search for Persian Leopard” won Crystal Simorgh in Fajr International Film Festi-
val in Iran. It was the highest eligibility an Iranian wildlife documentary has ever 
achieved in the country and it can be a milestone to provide community support for 
effective protection of the Persian leopard in Iran.

Once ranged across a majority of mountains 
and forests of west Asia, the endangered 
Persian leopard Panthera pardus saxicolor 
is still known to occur across large areas of 
Iran. However, its survival is threatened by 
various factors, particularly prey depletion 
which has caused high leopard-human con-
flict. Accordingly, there is a growing rate of 
leopard poaching in recent years. Acciden-
tal or intentional killing by people drives 
local extinction of the leopards or reduces 
their numbers.
With an area of 4,000 km2 in northern Iran, 
Central Alborz Protected Area (CAPA) is one 
of the oldest reserves in Iran which was 
designated as a protected area in 1963. 
However, it suffers from high poaching and 
habitat disturbance. Since 2006, the area’s 
large carnivores, i.e. the Persian leopard 
and brown bear Ursus arctos have been 
subject to intensive field investigations by 
the Iranian Cheetah Society (ICS). 
Accordingly, it was explored that domestic 
animals are among the major items which 
the leopards prey on, and such a high pro-
portion of livestock in the dietary compo-

sition indicates a serious conflict between 
the leopards and local livestock owners in 
the area. Based on local inquiries, it was 
roughly estimated that each month at least 
2 livestock (including sheep, goat or occa-
sionally cow) from 10 neighboring villages 
in CAPA’s Golestanak core zone are killed 
by leopards. 
On the other hand, at least 16 leopards 
have been verified from 2002 through 2011 
to be killed by local people, sometimes 
(n=4) through lacing carcasses with orga-
nochlorine pesticides to poison leopards 
returning to feed on a kill. Since there is no 
systematic compensation program as well 
as easy access to agricultural poisons and 
low level of official protection, it is estima-
ted that annually a minimum of 2 leopards 
are poached, indicating that Alborz popula-
tions are severely affected due to human-
caused mortalities. 
Therefore, in order to outline the extent 
of the problem, the ICS decided to produ-
ce a documentary. “In Search for Persian 
Leopard” features hard efforts of a scien-
tific team trying to study an elusive large 

cat, the Persian leopard in high altitudes 
of Alborz. During the movie, while illust-
rating research skills to study the leopards 
in mountainous areas, one can understand 
the difficult life of the top predator in areas 
where their habitat is encroached by hu-
man settlements. Finally, a tragedy occur-
red during the movie, where a mother with 
two cubs was killed by poachers, indicating 
how vulnerable the leopard is. 
After six years filming in high altitudes and 
freezing temperatures, the movie was fi-
nalized to attend the 30th Fajr International 
Film Festival – the most outstanding cine-
ma event in Iran – in 2012 to compete with 
more than 120 documentaries. Known as 
Iranian Oscar, Fajr International Film Festi-
val is Iran's annual film festival, held every 
February in Tehran which attracts huge so-
cial attention every year. 
The leopard movie was nominated in three 
out of five items for documentaries, inclu-
ding Best Documentary Feature, Best Di-
rector (Fathollah Amiri) and Best Research 
(Bagher Nezami and Mohammad Farhadi-
nia). Finally, Fathollah Amiri, ICS’ Filmma-
ker received the award in Vahdat Hall desi-
gnated as Best Documentary Feature on 12 
February in Tehran. The documentary has 
been receiving high level of social atten-
tion in Iran from the media and has been 
broadcasted on national and provincial TV 
channels several times which is hopefully 
a significant contribution to increase awa-
reness of the community about the gloomy 
future of the Persian leopard in the country.
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